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2004 Autumn Extravaganza

Dr. David M.
Delaney (r)
acceptsthe

Presidents Award
for his “Excellent
leadership and
outstanding
devotion to duty
during his
Presidency * from
Dr. Mark Pettrone,

The William B. Smith Award is presented

(1) incoming to Dr. Thomas Finken () “who has
President displayed continued involvement in
organized dentistry, continued education
and has displayed the highest
ethical standards’

The Feltman-Hunn Medal of
Merit isawarded to
Dr. Joseph Sullivan “in
recognition of his exceptional
leadership and his munificent
dedication to the
perfection of the art and science
of dentistry”

On abeautiful fall day, the members and staff of the
Third District Dental Society held its annual Autumn
Extravaganza on October 8th. The exhibit hall wasfilled
with 4 sponsors and 41 exhibitors who greeted the 126
dentists, 118 hygienists and 85 auxiliary staff.

Those attending the extravaganza attended continuing
education presentations by Derek Hein, Associate Director
of Clinical Research Associates, Catherine Persoon,
M.Ed., Stephen DeMarco, DMD, David Liebers, MD,
Dennis Bohlin, DDS and Mark Hillman, PhD.

The General Membership meeting was held at 7:30 am
to encourage attendance by members who may not be able
to attend the entire day. Since this was met more
positively than not, it will be considered again next year.

New this year, a punch card was issued to each
attendee to visit the exhibitors, those with a full card were
entered into a drawing. Dr. Lawrence Busino won the
dentist drawing of the SONY stereo system and Kathy
Ciacco won the staff drawing of the gift basket from
Persnickety’s.

The meeting was chaired by Dr. David Delaney and
Mark Pettrone. A special Thank You to Dr. Michael Kane
and Bennett Lax for overseeing the AV for the course
rooms and the staff of Dr. Delaney and Dr. Busino for
handing out materials and working the registration desk.

The 2005 Autumn Extravaganza will be held on
Friday, September 30th. Be sure to mark your calendars.
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Executive Committee Minutesfor September 13, 2004
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The regularly scheduled meeting of the Third District
Dental Society was called to order by President Elect,

Dr. Mark Pettrone, in the Conklin Conference room of
Memorial Hospital, Albany, NY at 7:30 PM. A quorum
was present. Minutes from the last meeting of the
Executive Committee were approved.

SUIHGHOAVS FBRUW U DNG' HDCH

Fluoridation in the city of Albany: Thereis much pressure
on the district to support the dental van in the city of
Albany but we took the stance that there should be fluori-
dation of the city’s water. We took a vote to support and it
was passed. Fluoridation will most likely happen and much
support has been given to us from the mayor’s office.

Adult Dental Medicaid funding was approved by the
legislature.

SUHGN GRS FSRUV U 0 DN 3HMRCH
Annual meeting report: 255 plus have registered so far. We
should match our revenue from last year if not go over it.

1 RP LCDWRQV& RP P IWWH5 HSRXIDr. Mark Pettrone

The date of officers and committee chairs were presented
and accepted. Steve Messing will beleaving the ADA
delegate position at to end this year after the Orlando
meeting. A nomination for Delegate and 2™ alternate will
be decided at the annual meeting.

5 FSRUAR 6 HRUHAU

Necrology: Moment of silence in the memory of Norman
Spector of Troy, who passed away on September 4™

( [HPAWYH' LWHARYYS FSRUN DMGHQ0 RRH

New Members:

-Imre Cheffoloway is a 1975 general dentistry gradu-
ate of Malmo-Lund Sweden and NY U. Heis practicing at
affordable dentures 1554 Central Avenue in Albany;

-Maria Hulesatt is a 1999 general dentistry graduate of
West Virginia University. Sheis practicing at 2032 Rte
213 Rifton NY;

-Stephen Langan is a 1993 Endo grad of Tufts Univer-
sity. Heis practicing at 77 Troy Road, East Greenbush;

-Mustafa Sabai is 2001 general dentistry graduate of
NYU. Heisin practice at 632 Western Avenuein Albany

-Micheala Serseludi is a 2003 general dentistry
graduate of NY U. Sheis practicing at 680 Columbia St.
Ext., Latham.

All were elected into membership.

5HFSRUAR ' HBIDMY * RYHURY & RXQAODQG
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1<6"' $ * RYHLRY/Larry Busino and Mark Weinberger:
Governance issue will come up to vote on May, 2005.
Technical and editorial issues. Mark Weinberger explained
the new concerns and changes. Sufficeto say that the

changes arefor the better.

Callection of Dues Amendment: State collects instead of
local districts. The state will pay back to the districts any
interest on their shares and the state will also absorb the
fees on the credit cards. Brian Kennedy added his
endorsement of the proposed amendment.

Kathleen Moore: Again, collection of dues at district level
credit card fees are not reimbursable by NYSDA. The
secured server cost is not excessive and can be absorbed by
thedistrict and continuing education. The float of money
that is held for the ADA and the State is necessary to us at
the end of the year to pay bills otherwise we will haveto
withdraw from the reserve account.

ThisNYSDA amendment will be voted on today and at the
annual meeting.

&RXCACRY" HEOH HDOM 6WIYH( \WLJ

Spoke about an upcoming meeting to discuss dentistry and
pregnancy on 9/22/04. Beginning in October, there will be
a hotline of Medicaid providers for Orthodontics.
Additionally, there was sometalk of the relationship of
private entities in Medicaid funding in the state of Tenn.
For further information on these, please see Dr. Essig.
$ZDUBVERP P WvH+ DU 5 RHMUWMQ

Feltman-Hunn Medal of Merit: Awarded to Joseph Sulli-
van; William B. Smith Award: Awarded to Thomas Finken

&RXQACR * RYHIQP HB 110LV5 REHON RRG

Licensure reform measures of NY S continue to attract the
attention of other states, esp. California. NYS Trial lawyers
continueto peck at us by trying to extend statute of
limitations. NY SDA licensereform PGY 1 will be law by
2007. Licensure by credentials; dentists from other states
with at least 2 years of clinical experience can cometo NY
and practice. Adult dental Medicaid funding approved by
the legislature. Kudos to the* local battalion” in helping
defeat the veto by the governor and getting this through the
legislature.
2 GoMPW
&K@ HIV' HOEOH DM &KUY: DOKregarding the
Albany Dental Van. McDonald's will fund the dental van.
Whitney Y oung will decide what will go into it. The van
will be operational 7 days/week for 52 weeks. Minimal
operative, mostly preventive procedures to be done from it.
The van is going to go through, with or without us. David
Delaney: the van is going to go to specific schools based on
income. McDonald’ s will donate 300K for the purchase
and equipping of the van. They will still need fund raising
for maintenance. The endorsement stand of this Executive
Committee is we still need the fluoridation.

Continue on Page 3
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MLMIC Update

Submitted by Reed Ference DDS, Insurance Chairman

As chairman of theinsurance committee I’ vereceived a
number of phone calls about recent downgrading of our
liability insurance carrier MLMIC by AM Best. | would
liketo use the forum of the Mirror to answer some of the
many questions I’ ve received pertaining to MLMIC'S
status.

Recently MLMIC was down graded to a B- by AM Best
and MLMIC has subsequently decided to withdraw from
the rating program. Many members had questions
pertaining to the ramifications of this down grade and the
long-term viability of their dental malpractice policies.

Why was MLMIC downgraded?

MLMIC was downgraded due to the fact that the
company had lost over half of their surplus funds during
thelast 2 years.

Why was this money lost fromtheir surplus account?
MLMIC lost this money dueto loses in their medical
malpractice program. Asyou know medical malpractice
awards have been skyrocketing and thereisa crisisin
many areas of the country with respect to medical
malpractice. New York has experienced this as well with
significant jury awards.

What about the dental program?

The Dental Program is financially sound and has paid a
dividend over the past few years. This dividend has been
paid for 6 consecutive years, and in 2004 the dividend
will be 12.5% The dividend has been 10% or more for
each of the past 6 years.

What can MLMIC do about these |osses?

MLMIC has goneto the State Insurance Chairman re-
questing rate increases for physicians in the 20% range.
However, the insurance commissioner, wanting to keep
insurance premiums artificially low for physicians, has
only allowed a premium increase of 7%. In our opinion
this was donefor political reasons. Theinsurance
commissioner and the governor did not want to admit that
thereis malpractice crisisin New York at thistime.

(Raising premiums significantly might cause an exodus
physicians fromN.Y.S.)

What will be the long term effects of these |osses?

It is the insurance committees feeling that the insurance
department will ultimately allow MLMIC to raise their
premium sufficiently to cover losses experienced. To what
extent the company has to bleed it’s surpluses before the
Insurance Commissioner will allow significant premium
increases is open to question. However, we do not believe
that the State will allow for MLMIC to go out of business.
MLMIC insures the majority of the physicians and
hospitalsin the state.

What will happen if the company did go out of business?
The state would cover the insured's up to an amount of 1
million for Dental Malpractice. Most likely another
insurance company would be willing to takeon MLMIC's
profitable Dental Malpractice book of business.

Are other alternatives available?

There are other “A” rated companiesin New Y ork State
offering dental malpractice insurance. However, the fact
that the company has an A rating is no guarantee that the
company will stay in New Y ork and continue doing busi-
ness for the long-term. The insurance committee is open to
discussing alternative carriers with members.

What should we do now?

We will continue to monitor MLMIC' s status carefully. At
present | am not changing my malpractice insurance,
however, | beieve every member should consider
increasing their liability limits to 2million-6million if they
haven't already done so. Thisincreasein limits only costs
a couple of hundred dollars a year and, in this environment,
provides much more protection. Also, if there are problems
with your policy and you had to move to another carrier,
the new carrier would not allow you to upgrade right away.

It is our goal to keep you informed as to what is happening
with your Malpractice Insurance policies. If you have any

questions regarding MLMIC' s status please fed freeto call
me at 489-3201.

( [ HAAH&RP P IWH5 FSRUNFRQIMXHS T URP SDIH
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Money situation is good but we will be looking for better
places of investments for your monies, i.e. better than the
ridiculous rates of returns that we are presently getting.
We will be getting back to you on the next meeting with
an answer to this problem.

YXGIHADQG) LCDQAHO DIN:  HQEHIHU

The need for a certified audit is clear but expensive. The

certification places the legal responsibility of the budget
being non-pilfered on the accountants’ shoulders. Review
of the budget presented and the proposal for the 2004-05
budget presented and approved.

1H 9%MCHW

NY SDA vote on 101-2004 dues collection resolution.
Meeting adjourned at 8:41PM.
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